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award winning filmakers explore the twisted mind of scam artist who directed “hysterically awful” monster movie

colorado springs, co., JUNE 11, 2010: In an industry that prides itself on creativity, three award-winning Colorado filmmakers are attempting a cinematic multi-layer cake by creating “a film within a documentary about a movie.” The docudrama will offer a delicious retro on the 1964 sci-fi cult classic, THE CREEPING TERROR. The team stirs a pinch of irony as they explain how the real monster was behind the camera.  It’s a recipe that has film experts like Michael Medved, Harry Knowles, and Harry Medved licking their chops.  Response to the film’s teaser are now in: it’s a hilarious hit!

[View teaser at: www.creepfilm and http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qj7byOZHpY8.]

The story must be told,” says Harry Medved, co-author of FIFTY WORST FILMS OF ALL TIME. “CREEP! Promises to be a fascinating journey into the twisted mind behind what many believe is the worst movie ever made.”
When director A.J. Nelson spawned the 1964 sci-fi thriller THE CREEPING TERROR, he spawned a filmic flop so bad that his audience could never take it seriously. Yet when “con man” A.J. Nelson set out to scam his cast and crew into believing it was a ticket to cinematic fame, his performance was worthy of an Academy Award.  It is precisely that dichotomy that independent film director Pete Schuermann, producer Nancy Theken, and editor Dave Wruck set out to explore in this film about the making of THE CREEPING TERROR and its director, A.J. Nelson. Taking cues from the original, they titled this documentary about Nelson’s foray into cinematic malpractice simply CREEP!
“A.J. Nelson was a chameleon of cosmic proportions—in many ways the true monster behind the original film,” said Schuermann. “So what at first blush is just science fiction produced so badly it’s actually entertaining, later unfolds as a complex, real life drama about raw ambition, blind trust, and consummate manipulation. That’s what I wanted to explore—to connect the dots between a horrible movie and its psychotic maker.

“What emerged is a story about a man who saw the human desire for creative collaboration as a very potent kind of catnip.  And he dangled that catnip masterfully to achieve his own ends—which was making money any way he could. His weapon of choice just happened to be a movie.”

“A good bad movie is one that is almost touching in its sincere incompetence,” said Michael Medved, co-author of GOLDEN TURKEY AWARDS ”And you’ll never see incompetence more sincere than in The Creeping Terror.”

Schuermann has won acclaim and numerous top awards at film festivals nationwide for his films, particularly HAZE, a feature length documentary with Robin Wright Penn about the dangers of hazing—and the blind trust that fuels it. With CREEP! he turns his director’s eye on the dangers of blind trust within his own industry. 

“We’re seeing a resurgence in popularity of really bad films,” said Schuermann.  “For that reason, we have opted to open this project up to the public. It will be a national collaboration of sorts, aided and abetted by social media.  We’re inviting America—and the world—to view our progress and share their ideas!” 
The film production studio, Slithering Carpets, LLC, has already obtained development funding for CREEP! and produced a teaser clip to tantalize future fans, viewable at the movie website, www.creepfilm.com. Schuermann, director and writer, Nancy Theken as producer and Dave Wruck—with six Emmy awards between them—have left their Colorado-based production studio, and traveled the country capturing high definition footage of original key figures. Their interview subjects were unanimous in their assessment of A.J. Nelson: he left a deep scar on everyone he touched. 

One of them is William Thourlby, who after THE CREEPING TERROR later became the first Marlboro Man.  He invested—and lost—heavily in the film, a victim of Nelson’s catnip. There is also the writer, Allan Sillphant, who went on to produce one of the first 3-D sex flicks—called STEWARDESSES. Most poignantly, there is Nelson’s first wife, Lois Wiseman, who describes Nelson’s megalomania, sadism, and uncanny ability to con virtually anyone he wanted. Not everyone involved on the film met Nelson—and some few may even have benefited from the project.  For example, original SFX guy, Richard Edlund, would later win three Academy Awards for his work on STAR WARS.  There are other interviews, each fascinating in its own perspective.

Schuermann is fairly confident no one has undertaken a cinematic psychoanalysis of a psychotic film director (or so described)—or invested an entire feature length film in examining a previous film that is most notable for its utter ineptitude and stupidity.  But what will really take the project over the top he believes with be the large extent of re-created drama through the use of stylish cinematography and high-caliber talent.  Taking re-visioning cues set by famed documentarian Errol Morris geometrically further, CREEP! will certainly set a new paradigm in documentary film. 

Originally slated for completion in late 2011, CREEP! may come in ahead of that schedule—much earlier in the year—owing to the enormous enthusiasm he’s getting from those who become aware of the project.  For more detailed information about the CREEP! Team and project, please see www.creepfilm.com
-End-

NOTE TO MEDIA:  TEASER CLIP, PHOTOS AND ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND ARE AVAILABLE AT THE FILM WEBSITE:  WWW.CREEPFILM.COM

PHOTO 1:  DIRECTOR PETE SCHUERMANN

CUTLINE:  Independent Film Director Pete Schuermann has launched an innovative documentary project titled CREEP! that explores human greed set amidst the backdrop of one of the worst movies ever made, “THE CREEPING TERROR. 

PHOTO 2:  MOVIE POSTER FOR CREEP!
CUTLINE:  Movie poster for the coming release of CREEP! a production of Slithering Carpets, LLC.  Pete Schuermann is writer director on the project and Nancy Theken is producer and Dave Wruck is editor. 
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